MYSTERY OF
THE FLYING
SAUCER

Bince June 24, 1947, when &an
girman over the Biale of Wash-
Inglon saw nine “saucerlke
things, flying In a diagonal
ehainlike line,” the flying
saucers have provided for the
public  one of the |biggest
riddies of history.

Within 8 month after the
Washington phenomenon, iving
disce were supposedly seen in
4° Stiotes. and ever gince then
girange objects In the =kies
have been reporied by plane
pilots mnd civilian  observers
all over North America and
clsewhere,

Rounding up the dsin, 1n an
Augurt Reader's Dilﬂt arttat

dt*mnlh i Lile
Trnrh irrr and Robert Grrmn

gile “gome . Cases,
urier in & ap ::Fﬂtf-rmﬂ
cports. The US Air Foree

tekes the Nying saucers seri-
ausly, the Digest authors state
US.  Air Foree [ntelligence
maingiing constant  Investiga-
ton and study of unidentified
acrinl  objects, military  air-
adraft are alerted to attempl
interception, radar and photo-
graphic equipment are used In
an effort to obtain  factual
data. Sinee 1047 dozens of in-
oidents @ defying simple  ex-
planation have oeccurred

Five are cited in the Digest
article. “Thev are not psy-
chologi-sl  phenomena,” the
authors say “They are not pro-
ducts of US. research. Ameri-
emn sciencr has no source of
power that could put & flying
machine through such paces as
the saucers perform. Neither
are they distortions of atmos-
phere resulting from  atomic
activity The US  Atomic
Energy Commission and every
other government agency deny
responsibility for them."

trar (¢ moving lights and
fire-rimmed objects Occasion-
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fire-rimmed objects occasion-
slly were seen in the skies
decades Dbefore 1M7, when
people started seeing “Tlying
saucers”

James R Aswell reports in
the August Reader's Digest in-
stances of Lthese unexplained

enomens A naval lieuten-
ant at sea on February 28, 19004,
sighted three meteors whose
“hear approach to the surface
and subsequent flight away ap-

ar tn be modt rnmlrklhle."|

e leading meteor was egg-
shaped, the smaller lwo seem- |
ed round, and they “appeared
to be travelling in echelon ™

A "strange celestial visitor™
was observed by thousands of
Erftons on the night of No-
vember 17, 1B82. Described as |
“a Lreal circular disk of green-
ish light,” it rose in the east-
ern sky uand travelled from |
horizon Lo horipon at an esti- |
mated height of 133 miles and
f speed of ten miles per sec-

ond

In April. 1807, US. news- |
papcrs gave fronl-page space
0 a huge, cigar-shaped ‘air-!

FRIp~ supposed o be cruising
over Chicago. Previously It
had been reported near Sacra- |
mentn, then Denver, Colorado,
then Omaha, Nebraska Itn
light, =aid the New York Sun,
wus ''as great s that pro-
duced by 20 stars”™

As long ago as March 22
1870, a mysterious sky object
was sizhied from a British
barque in mid-Atlantic. The
caplain’s skelch of this s=pace
traveller, later published.
shaws a striking resemblance
o the drawings of fiying
waucers made in recenl years

An original saucer enthus-
iast, the wrticle says, was
Charle: H. Forl, who died in

1332, 1f vears before the term
‘ssucer” came [nto use. Aflter
2 Lfetime of study im the
realm: of aerial lore. Fort con-
cluded thalt supercreatures
from other worlds have been |
visiting our earth for eenturies ‘
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